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Why Crossroads
• In this new season we believe it is important to be clear
about who we are:
– What is our unique calling and identity as a church?
– What makes us different from other churches in The
Hague?
• To make the implicit, more explicit
• So people can choose Crossroads for the right reasons

Scripture is paramount

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.
Matthew 22:34-40 (NIV)

Our identity is embedded in our
statement of faith

Our identity is embedded in our
statement of faith (2)

Our identity is embedded in our
statement of faith (3)

Our identity as a church is connected to
a bigger story
• Throughout history, God’s purpose for the world was
always to bring redemption, restoring all things to the
original intention of God’s creation despite the ripple
effect of falleness and brokenness triggered by human
choices.
• We are part of this big picture story of restoration and
redemption of all things.
• Missio Dei is a Latin theological term that can be
translated as "Mission of God", it refers to the Church
as being part of God's work.

MISSIO DEI is deeply rooted into our ministries and
approach to outreach and missions: as we "let our light
shine before men, that they may see our good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.”
It does NOT mean that we become silent witnesses who are
only focused on doing good, but that we share the gospel
and our testimonies in the context of RELATIONSHIPS in
which we are LOVING and SERVING others.

Crossroads has a unique identity amongst the
mosaic of churches in The Hague
We are:

1. An international community
2. A place where you can belong before you
believe
3. A perfect place for imperfect people
4. A safe place for people who wrestle with
questions or doubts
5. A community of ordinary people learning to
think, care and act like Jesus

1) An international community
• We focus on the city of The Hague with its many
international organisations and people living in an
international context
• We focus on Internationals and Dutch people who are
attracted to an international environment
• English is our common language
• We celebrate diversity (nationalities, cultures, church
backgrounds)

2) A place where you can belong before
you believe
• We are inclusive and invitational: you are welcome
regardless of who you are, where you come from or
where you are on your spiritual journey
• We are a church for seekers and believers and for those
who have given up on church
• We believe faith is a process, rather than In or Out
• We invite each person to take the next step in their
journey towards the center, which is Jesus

3) A perfect place for imperfect people
• We are people focused and grace oriented
• Life here on earth is messy and broken. We all fall short
of God’s perfect plan and are in need of His grace
• We care about authentic relationships that bring
emotional, relational and spiritual health to individuals,
families and communities
• We aim to model the transforming power of God's grace
without pretense
• We are not perfect, but we aim for reasonable excellence
in everything we do

4) A safe place for people who wrestle
with questions or doubts
• We welcome intellectual curiousity: it is OK to have
questions about God or faith
• We value open dialogue and don’t pretend to have easy
answers to difficult questions about faith and life
• We engage respectfully with other opinions in a post
modern and pluralistic context
• We seek God's direction through sound teaching on the
essentials of our faith, with a sensitivity to our diverse
community of believers: unity in essentials, diversity in
non-essentials, grace in all aspects

5) A community of ordinary people
learning to think, care and act like Jesus
• We are called to reflect the values and character of
Christ and His Kingdom in our world
• We share the gospel in the context of relationships in
which we are loving and serving others:
– To be light bearers in our everyday lives
– To be good stewards (sustainability, ecological
concerns)
– To care about social justice (refugees, victims of
violent oppression)
– To care about equality (equality of women, culture)

Crossroads is a unique church

INTERNATIONAL and English speaking
Where IMPERFECT people BELONG BEFORE

THEY BELIEVE
People WRESTLING WITH QUESTIONS or doubts
Learning to THINK, CARE AND ACT LIKE JESUS

3-5 year vision
• We want to spark hope and positivity in times of change.
We also want to inspire change, transformation,
innovation, new ways of thinking and the embrace of
new realities

Our objective for the next 3-5 years is to
build momentum in 7 key areas
>Laying the foundation:
1. Build a healthy organisational structure
2. Increase our capacity
3. Strengthen core activities
>Shaping the future:
4. Re-emphasize our international profile
5. Rethink Sunday morning services
6. Nurture spiritual growth
7. Reach out, live missionally

We envision Crossroads to be a Hub
where we gather and scatter as a
community
The Crossroads Hub is a place and community where:
• We connect, worship, engage, equip, grow, rest,
encourage, challenge, inspire and replenish...and laugh
as we walk together in our journey of faith
• We gather and scatter in different shapes and forms
– Gather: Sunday morning, Alpha, Small groups, Life
Transformation Groups (LTGs), SHAPE, X-files, etc
– Scatter: going out in our local communities, bringing
the light in our homes, schools and places of work

We envision a leadership structure centered
around core activities in line with our vision
and focus
•
Family
ministries
Internal
support

Sunday
service

•
•

Leadership
team
Small
groups

Outreach

Alpha

•

Leadership team consisting of
paid and/or volunteer staff,
headed by Miriam Phillips
Leadership structure centered
around our core ministries
Each activity to reflect upward,
inward, and outward focus
(closer to God, closer to each
other, closer to the world
around us)
Internal support covers HR,
Finance, IT, Marketing &
Communication

We are THANKFUL for God’s
faithfulness
We TRUST God will continue
to provide what is needed
Please PRAY with us for our
future and continued growth

